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from conferring orders, exact from them oaths of obedience to all his measures present and future, issue royal decrees for removing images from churches, and for the regulation of Divine worship down to the minutest points., even to the number of candles at mass ? Whether he did not take on himself to silence preachers who had declaimed against persons of unsound faith ? Whether he did not issue decrees against the Bull " Unigenitus" thus interfering with the doctrinal decisions of the whole Roman Church ? I ask whether this conduct was not accurately imitated by the Grand Duke of Tuscany, the King of Naples, the Duke of Parma; whether it did not become prevalent in almost every part of the Roman Church, and whether its effects do not continue to the present day ? I again ask whether " Organic Articles" were not enacted by Buonaparte in the new Gallican Church, which placed every thing in ecclesiastical affairs under the government? Whether the Bishops were not forbidden by the Emperor to confer orders without the permission of Government; Whether the obvious intention was not to place the priests, even in their spiritual functions, under the civil powers ? And, in fine, whether these obnoxious " Organic Articles" are not, up to the present day, in almost every point in force ? 1 again enquire whether the order of Jesuits was not suppressed by the mere civil powers, in Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, &c.; whether convents monasteries, confraternities, friars, and monks, and nuns, of every sort and kind, were not extinguished, suppressed, annihilated by royal commissions, and by the temporal power, in France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Sicily, Spain, Portugal, &c. &c.; and in opposition to the petitions and protests of the Pope and the Bishops ? I again ask whether the King of Sicily does not in his " Tribunal of the Monarchy," up to the present day, try ecclessiasticai causes, censure, excommunicate, absolve ? Whether this tribunal did not in 1712 give absolution from episcopal excommunications; and whether it was not restored by Benedict XIII. in 1728.
Is there a Roman Church on the continent of Europe, where the clergy can communicate freely with him whom . they regard as their spiritual head; or where ail Papal bulls, rescripts, briefs, &c. are not subjected to a rigorous